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Thornwell fulfilling his
dream playing in MSG
Adam Orfinger
@AORFINGER
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Former Tunisian
president addresses
Middle Eastern future
John Warrington and Yangxing Ding
@THEGAMECOCK

Mohamed Moncef Marzouki reflected on his
experiences as the fi rst democratically elected
president of Tunisia in his speech “The Jasmine
Revolution and the Future of the Middle East”
at the Hodges Forum on International Affairs
Tuesday as part of his week long stay at USC.
Marzouki played a pivotal role in modern
M iddle Eastern histor y. He was t he f irst
democratically elected president of Tunisia
after the Jasmine Revolution — a revolution
that sparked a chain of rebellions known as
the A rab Spring. Marzouki worked to find
a middle grou nd bet ween secularists and
Islamist religious groups which has led to a
stable, consensus-based democracy in Tunisia.
Marzouki felt it was important to share his
ideas with students “so they can develop a more
open mind and really understand the issues
that other young people face.”
He also expressed his views on the current
situation in the U.S, and President Donald
Trump.
“By supporting the Arab dictatorships, he
is very much hurting human rights in those
regions and may cause terrorism to increase,”
Marzouki said.
He said it’s too early too tell if he will run in
the next election, but his main objective now is
as an activist, not a politician.
“I’m here to make more people aware of the
situation that our country, that our region, is
facing,” Marzouki said.
Marzouki focused this forum on the lessons
that we can learn from the Arab Spring and the
Jasmine Revolution.
“It’s probably too early to make a f inal
judgement,” he said, but he believes the youth
of the Middle East will be able to set up stable
democracies across the Arab nations even if it
will be difficult.
Marzouki began his speech by reminding
everyone that “the price people have to pay
for freedom is high … and it’s probably just
t he beginning,” ment ioning a high deat h
toll across the Arab nations in revolt as well
as the millions of people displaced across
Syria, Libya, Yemen and Egypt. The problem,
he said, is that the corrupt elites have not
received the message and that with today’s
“e-generation,” people are more aware of their
corruption than ever.
Th is was followed up by a rou nd table
discussion featuring Marzouki and a panel
made up by Robert Cox, director of the Walker
Institute; Hamid Khan, deputy director of the
Rule of Law Collaborative; Gerry McDermott,
professor of international business; and Josef
Olmert, adjunct professor of political science.
During t his round table, Marzouk i was
asked a series of questions from the panel and
audience regarding his opinion on the current
events in the Middle East and what he thinks
the future holds for the region.
He stressed the importance of technology
in the Arab Spring and how it allowed people
to organize protests. As president, he uploaded
information about the government to allow
for a more transparent democracy. Marzouki
reiterated the point that the future of stable
democracies in the Arab world lies in the hands
of the “e-generation.”
T he p r e s e nt Tu n i s i a n g over n me nt i s
reinstating and pardoning accused corrupt
officials from the old regime. Marzouki said
that people expect a new political system or
leader to fi x everything immediately, and when
that doesn’t work they fall back on the old
system.
“But give them time. Five years maybe,” he
said. “Then most likely someone like me will
be elected again.”
He ended on a high note, saying that Tunisia
proves that it is possible to combine Islam
and democracy. It also proves a free and fair
election and a peaceful transition of power is
possible in Arab nations.
SEEPRESIDENTPAGE4

Heading into the 2016-17 season,
on,
Sout h Ca rol i na sen ior g uaa rd
Sindarius Thornwell noted how
ow
much he was look ing for ward
ard
to play i ng at t he “Mecc a of
Basketball.” When the Gamecocks
cks
took the floor at Madison Square
are
Garden in December against Seton
ton
Hall, Sindarius Thornwell was
there — on the bench.
Thornwell traveled with the
team to the Big Apple, but he was
serving what would turn out to be
a six-game suspension for a still
till
undisclosed violation of team rules.
les.
South Carolina suffered its first
rst
loss of the season that night against
nst
the Pirates, while Thornwell could
uld
simply watch his teammates playy in
the arena he had always dreamed
d of
playing in.
“When we played there earlierr in
the season it killed me,” Thornwell
well
sa id Tuesday. “ W hen we had
shootaround that day, that was like
my game. I got to shoot and play,
lay,
I was like a kid on the court. I was
just excited to be there and be on
the court.”
The SEC Player of the Year
ear
will get to live his dream Friday,
day,
as the Gamecocks earned a return
urn
trip to the Garden with wins over
ver
Marquette and Duke to reach the
Sweet 16.
“G o d re w a rd s p e ople , not
who’s perfect, but who handle
dle
their business the right way, and
he’s handled his business the right
way,” head coach Frank Martin said
Tuesday. “And guess what? Now he
gets an opportunity to play in the
place that he always wanted to play
at. That obviously I didn’t allow
him to play at last time. And he gets
to play at it in the biggest stage of
them all.”
Thornwell will get his shot at
redemption Friday against Baylor
as South Carolina looks to move
on to the Elite Eight Sunday, but
there’s no doubt he paid his dues,
not only this season or just during
the suspension, but throughout his
four-year career.
A top-40 recruit when he left
L a n c a s t e r, S o u t h C a r o l i n a ,
Thornwell joined the Gamecocks
after Martin’s first year, when the
team won just four conference
games on the way to a 14-18 season.

The team went a combined 11-25
in SEC play over the next two
seasons, making slow but steady
improvements as Martin found
players like Thornwell who bought
into his program.
“Sometimes you’ve gotta work
through
failure.
That’s why
those seniors
came here and
they failed. I failed. We
failed,” Martin said. “But none
of us ever blamed each other.
On the contrary, we just
showed up the next day.”
There was less failure
du r i ng T hor nwel l’s
j u n io r s e a s o n , a s
he st a r ted e ver y
game during the
Gamecocks
record-setting
2 5 - w i n
campaign.
Howe ver,
missing
Tournament
the NCAA
bit t er t a s t e
left a
mouth, making
in his
even hungrier to
him
make t he Big
Dance as a senior.
“The goal
remains the same,” Thornwell
said in a September interview.
“Make the tournament.”
Now t h at T hor nwel l a nd
South Carolina are here, having
won a tou r nament game for
the first time in 44 years and
reaching the first Sweet 16 in
program histor y, t hey aren’t
look ing to go away any time
soon. I n t he locker room
following t he Second Round
upset of Duke, an emotional
Ma r t i n made it clea r to h is
team that he has confidence the
Gamecocks can win it all.
“I wanted those kids to believe
that they’ve earned the right to
go to the Sweet 16. That means
you’re good enough to play
anyone in the country,” Martin
said of his comments after the
win over Duke. “That’s been my
goal since day one here.”
Thornwell has approached
the postseason with a “why not
us” mentality, believing that his
team is still standing, therefore
the Gamecocks have the same
opportunity as anyone else.

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“ We’v e o v e r c o m e a l l t he
obstacles that was put in front
of us for us not to be here,”
Thornwell said. “So why not go
out and try to win it all? They
put us here and gave us a chance,
so why not go win it?”
Th roughout t he season,
Thornwell’s ot her motto has
been “secure the bag,” which
he admits he got from a song.
However, t he phrase doesn’t
just refer to money, he says, as
it rem inds h im to ma x im ize
every opportunity, such as his
chance to live out his dream at
the Garden.
“Whatever your opportunity
is and that you’re blessed to be
given, just take advantage of
it,” Thornwell said. “We just
try to take advantage of every
opportunity.”

Professor investigates role of
Jewish traders in 19th century
international diamond trade
John Warrngton
@THEGAMECOCK

W hen rough
diamonds began
arriving in Amsterdam
from South Africa, the
international diamond
trade exploded. Small
shops were t u rned
into “large-scale
capitalist enterprise,”
employment rose and
the diamond industry
of f e r e d a c h a n c e at
socioeconomic mobility
for many Jews. The role
that these Jews played
i n t he i nter n at ion a l
diamond t rade is t he
c u r rent subject of
USC professor Saskia
C o e n e n S n y d e r ’s
research and the book
she is working on.
Originally from the
Net herla nds, Snyder
received her masters
from the University of
Utrecht before heading
to t he Un iver sit y of
M ic h i g a n t o ob t a i n
her doctorate. She

became interested in
t he place of t he Jews
i n t he t r a n s at l a nt ic
diamond trade in large
part due to her Dutch
background.
“ For t he D ut c h
people, the association
of diamonds with Jews
i s a l mo s t aut o m at ic
b e c au s e s o m a ny of
Amsterdam’s Jews were
involved in the diamond
industry,” Snyder said.
By her estimate, 50
p ercent of t he tot a l
Jew ish popu lat ion
in A msterdam at t he
t ime were in some
way i nvolved i n t he
diamond trade.
I n 1869, incredibly
rich diamond deposits
were discovered in
South Africa. This was
t he catalyst for what
is k nown as the Cape
Era (1871-1876), which
were times of enormous
prosper it y for t he
Jewish people involved
in diamond trade. Large
percent ages of t he

d ia monds u nea r t hed
w e r e s e nt t o D ut c h
diamond mills, leading
to increased wages for
workers and allowing
for Jew ish worker s
and leaders to become
politically active.
Snyder’s favorite part
about her research is
unveiling a story that
nobody k new before.
She wants to find out

whose hands t hese
diamonds passed
t hrough f rom t he
second t he rough
diamonds were taken
out of t he g rou nd in
S out h A f r ic a to t he
time they were polished
and placed in the ring
on your fi nger.
SEEDIAMONDPAGE4
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“There is
no Plan B.
There’s Plan
A and Plan A.
We’re going to
get this done.”
— Sean Spicer on the health care bill to be
voted on Thursday
Courtesy of Tribune News Service

Courtesy of Tribune News Service

“The location of this attack
was no accident. The
terrorist chose to strike at
the heart of our capital
city, where people of all
nationalities, religions and
cultures come together
to celebrate the values of
liberty, democracy and
freedom of speech.”

— Prime Minister Theresa May on the attack in London that killed four and left twenty injured
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“I suggest that this is being rushed through. It passed without any
real comment. Our people, our citizens should have an opportunity to
address their government.”
— Rep. James Smith on bill heading to the House floor that would allow carrying firearms without a permit

CORRECTION
Three photos published in Monday’s sports
page ran uncredited. The first, published under
the story “Gamecocks rally in second half to
beat Duke,” was taken by Sarah Stone. The
second and third, published under the story
“Gamecocks edge Sun Devils, advance to
Sweet 16,” were taken by Sara Yang. The Daily
Gamecock regrets the error.
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SM
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Studying hard and can’t
leave your dorm?
Make life easy with

mobile
deposit
Available in the
Founders App.
STUDENTS, FACULTY
AND STAFF MEMBERS
OF USC, YOU CAN JOIN!
Visit RelaxJoinFounders.com
or one of our Columbia offices
today to complete the application
process and see what Founders
membership can do for you!
FOLLOW US: @FOUNDERSFCU

Federally insured by NCUA.

foundersfcu.com • 1-800-845-1614
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“I t hought t he talk was
really interesting,” said thirdyear biology student Christine
Reid. “Coming in, I did not
know much about the Jasmine
Revolution, but hearing about
it f rom someone who had
actually been through it and
then became [Tunisia’s] fi rst
president was pretty amazing.”
T he Hodges For u m on
International Affairs was put
together by Jim Hodges, a
former governor of Sout h
C a r o l i n a . Ho d g e s h a s a
strong history with the state’s
f lagsh ip u n iversit y as h is
mother taught at USC and
he and his children attended
USC . Hodges said t he
purpose of these forum events
was “about how we could bring
provocat ive i nter nat iona l
speakers to our campus which
stimulate thought not only
about international affairs,
but about business.”

“If we look at an object we can actually
learn a lot, not just about the actual object
but also the whole narrative around it,”
Snyder said.
A large part of material culture studies
like this one looks to identify what these
objects and their stories can tell us about
ourselves.
As a recent recipient of a grant from
the Netherlands Institute for Advanced
Study, Snyder will be spending the next
year amassing data from archives across
the world and writing her book. In June,
she will be traveling to Cape Town, South
Africa, to analyze the position of Jews in
physically extracting the rough stones from
the ground.
Often, historians merely look at Jewish
histories within borders, but through this
grant Snyder hopes to shed light on “the
much more global lives that these people
had and global patterns” and to learn more
about Jewish history and history as a whole.

The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law
Enforcement and Safety and doesn’t include crimes reported by city or county law
enforcement.

Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTAFRAN

War of the Wings
March 24

Reverend Horton Heat
March 23

FROMPAGEx

JoJo
March 26

Rumours: A Fleetwood Mac Tribute
March 31

Leela James/Daley
April 7

Upchurch the Redneck
April 8

Don’t sleep on St. Pats 3/17 2:27 a.m.
One student couldn’t quite make it to the end of the rainbow and ended up lying
on his back in the middle of the South Quad hallway. He had a urine stain on his
pants and appeared to be next to a large puddle of urine. He couldn’t remember
how much he drank or even where he drank, but he did assure the officer that he
drank “not enough.”
Lucky to be uninjured 3/18/17 12:44 a.m.
One individual was recognized by police leaning on another while walking
towards Barnwell Street. He sat down because of his condition and had vomit on
his hands and his forehead. Hopefully the vomit was his own. In contrast to the
last St. Patty partier, when the officers asked him how much had had to drink he
said he had had “enough to hurt himself.”
Irish she knew what year it was 3/18/17 5:55 a.m.
One individual was found extremely intoxicated. Officers asked for her ID and
she instead attempted to give them her phone. They gave her another chance and
asked for it again and she gave them her keys and wallet. At least this means she
was able to remain responsible enough during her inebriation to keep track of all
her belongings. While waiting for EMS, she kept trying to enter McBryde —
presumably to see a boy, since no girls live there, and it may be safe to assume it
was a booty call given the time and her condition. When EMS arrived they asked
her what year it was and she said “2016” — she was close, but that doesn’t mean
much in this instance.
DOWNLOAD THE DAILY GAMECOCK NEWSPAPER APP
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Coppola talks future of film
Jenna Schiferl
@JENNASCHIF

T h is yea r, renow ned d i rec tor,
screenwriter and producer Francis Ford
Coppola was the key speaker of the
President’s Leadership Dialogue. An
hour before the event was scheduled
to begin, many eager students queued
outside the Russell House Theatre.
Coppola needs no introduction, but
for those unfamiliar with his work,
Coppola directed modern cinema
classics including “The Godfather,”
“A p o c a l y p s e N o w ” a n d “ T h e
Conversation.” He has accepted six
Academy Awards, three Golden Globes
and a myriad of other notable awards
and achievements. He is widely regarded
as one of the most influential modern
filmmakers of this generation.
Coppola gave a 30 -m inute
int roduct ion describing his idea,
creation and execution of his vision
for the future of film, “live cinema.”
According to Coppola, “live cinema” is
a marriage between live cable television
production and the storytelling elements

used in traditional cinema.
Coppola is no stranger to
experimentation with different types of
media. Earlier this year, he announced
his plans to transform “Apocalypse
Now” into a videogame. With the
creat ion of live cinema, Coppola
candidly admitted that he was unsure
of how to approach the subject. He
addressed students who felt like they
didn’t know what they were doing and
offered his response: “You’re in good
company.”
To test ideas and techniques used
to make live cinema, Coppola created
two workshops at the University of
California, Los Angles and at Oklahoma
Community College. These workshops
resulted in the live cinema film “Distant
Vision,” which was screened at the event.
For this project, Coppola repurposed
equipment traditionally invented for live
sporting events to aid in the creation of
live cinema and storytelling.
“Distant Vision” was originally
filmed, edited and streamed completely
live. Coppola collaborated with students
and faculty over a 27-day period and used

over 40 different cameras to create a film
that paralleled Coppola’s own personal
experiences. In his introduction, he
explained that as a child he would often
play with cardboard television sets;
the same memory that was used in the
opening scene of “Distant Vision.”
In addition, he remarked on the
benefits of collaboration with others.
“Collaboration is the sex of creativity.
No one likes that quote. But it is sort of
true. You can work with your colleges
and get excited together and throw
ideas back and forth, that’s the thrill,”
Coppola said.
The film featured overarching themes
of family, creativity and perseverance.
Coppola would occasionally interject
a nd add com ment a r y du r i ng t he
screening. He mentioned that when the
performance was originally screened
it featured short commercial breaks
because the actors and producers needed
time to reposition. “We needed this
break to run around every second,”
Coppola said.
After the conclusion of the screening,
Coppola had a brief discussion with

President Harris Pastides, but it was
clear that the focus of the event was
on a ns wer i ng st udent quest ions.
Student Body President Ross Lordo
monitored questions, so that students
could ask Coppola about his inspiration,
tech n ical it ies of l ive cinema a nd
winemaking, amongst other things.
One student even asked for personal
advice on screenwriting strategy.
Ryan Town, a first-year business
student, sat on the front row and brought
along his copy of “The Godfather”
script, with hopes of having it signed by
Coppola himself.
“He makes an imperfect film that
ends up being perfect. People appreciate
the imperfections in something that
is so great. He is just so genuine and
honest,” Town said.
Most of the event attendees agreed
with this sentiment. Rachel Pittman, a
third-year journalism student attended
the event with a friend. “He’s able to
create really nice technically skills
like cinematography, but still make it
SEECOPPOLAPAGE6

Column: Trump shouldn’t cut arts funding
Mattie Hibbs
@TDG_ARTS

Earlier this month, President Trump
announced a budget plan that would
def und the National Endowment for
the Arts, National Endowment for the
Humanities and the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting, three agencies that
are crit ical in promot ing educat ion,
c eleb r at i n g c u lt u r a l d i ver s it y a nd
encou r ag i ng A mer ic a n s to e x pre s s
themselves creatively. It would be illogical
to claim that cutting these programs is
going to make our country unravel or
combust, but the greater implications may
be cause for concern. Defunding these
programs implies a diminishing sense
of value in areas that cultivate empathy
among humans — arguably one of the
most critical aspects of a healthy society.
In a video put out by the NEA, awardwinning filmmaker Roger Ross Williams
said, “As an artist it’s sort of like the holy
grail. We pray the NEA does not go away.
Otherwise we lose the support we need to
make our art.” And now the president’s
proposed budget has placed the NEA and
NEH’s existence in danger, subsequently
threatening to severely cut large-scale art
projects and educational endeavors.
Museums are one of the primary groups
that would be affected by these budget cuts.

Yet, they are masters of communication,
facilitators of dif f icult dialog ue and
supporters of cu lt u ral preser vat ion.
Museums play a vital role in uniting
humans from different backgrounds.
They help us understand one another on a
deeper, more fundamental level. In a time
when our country is acutely divided, why
send the message that learning about our
history as a people is no longer important?
Public media funding would suffer as
well. As an avid public radio consumer, I
see no reason why we should not place value
on programs that provide free, reliable
news to the public. Patricia Harrison is the
President and CEO of the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting. In a statement
released on March 16, Harrison said, “At
approximately $1.35 per citizen per year, it
pays huge dividends to every American.”
Harrison has a point. It is unfathomable
that any American would not be willing
to pay less than two dollars per year for
public media, a ser vice that educates
people regardless of socioeconomic status
or geographic location.
In fact, when looking at the total costs
of supporting the NEA, NEH and CPB,
it is unfathomable that President Trump
could defend cutt ing t hem from t he
budget at all. In 2016, funding for the
SEEARTSPAGE6

Courtesy of Tribune News Service

Courtesy of Ubisoft

Fun, but repetitive
“Tom Clancy’s Ghost Recon: Wildlands”
Release Date: March 9
Developer: Ubisoft Paris
William Outlaw
@JW_OUTLAW

My ghillie suit-clad character
laid in the tall grass outside an
enemy outpost. I pulled out my
binoculars and marked who
I could see in the immediate
vicinity. I then pulled out my
drone and threw it into the air
to get a better vantage point
and mark anyone I missed. As
I put my drone away, one of my
AI squad mates called out and
highlighted an enemy that I had
not seen. I aimed my sniper rifle
and shot. Immediately following
my silenced gunshot, my three
squad mates hit their targets
and we moved in closer into
t he compou nd. On a not her
mission, I blew my cover and
went in guns blazing. A Unidad
(Bolivian Police) helicopter was
on us in no time. I pulled out

Bmy sniper rifle, held it until the
helicopter was facing directly my
way and shot the pilot. I quickly
moved into a nearby building
and watched as the helicopter
crashed directly where I just was
moments ago.
“Tom Clancy’s Ghost Recon:
Wildlands” is full of memorable
moments like these. As I have
moved from mission to mission,
I st ill have not t ired of t he
exciting feeling of commanding
a squad a nd silent ly t a k i ng
out targets any way I want to.
Unfort unately, the realit y is
that is just about all you will
do in this game. I should be
transparent and say that I’m
only about 10 hours into “Ghost
Recon,” but essentially, think
about a game centered around
the outposts from “Far Cry” and
SEEGAMEPAGE6
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National Endowment for the Arts and
National Endowment for the Humanities
each made up .003 percent of federal
spending, with the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting at .01 percent. It does not
make sense to defund these programs
when they ask so little of us relative to
the budget as a whole. Aside from the fact
that the NEA, NEH and CPB enrich our
society, it is especially irrational to suggest
that cutting them from the budget would
COPPOLAPAGE5
relatable to audiences,” she said.
Coppola provided lots of advice to the
aspiring fi lmmakers in the audience. He
discussed the process of finding inspiration
from others.
“You have other people that you admire.
It’s good for young people to rip off the
older artists they admire because you can’t.
In other words, if you try to make a film
like whomever it is you admire, you’ll be
making your film really. And that’s a really
a good way of discovery,” Coppola said.

improve our deficit when they collectively
contribute to less than .02 percent of our
total spending.
America is a country built on dreamers,
thinkers and doers. It is comprised of
people who want to come up with creative
solutions to problems or who want to teach
others new things in unconventional ways.
What a tragedy it would be to revoke
our support of these forward thinkers,
these artists who beautifully shape our
country’s past, present and future.

He addressed a question that many
posed to him regarding his vision of live
cinema. By filming a performance live,
he consequently forfeits the directorial
power to edit and modify scenes at will.
But Coppola repeatedly emphasized the
importance of live performance, which
has existed for hundreds of years. He also
discussed the value of improvisation and
how it can often really add depth to a scene.
“There can’t be beautiful art without
risk,” Coppola said.

Church of Christ

Campus Ministry
On-Campus Worship each Sunday
night at 7:00 in Russell House 303.
You’re invited!
ƉĂůŵĞƩŽĐŽĐ͘ĐŽŵͬĐƐĐĐ

GAMEPAGE5
you get “Wildlands.” Still, I’m
far from bored of scouting areas,
trying different ways of raiding
Santa Blanca camps, stealing
i n f o r m at i o n a n d c a p t u r i n g
resources for the Bolivian rebels;
however, if nothing changes soon,
I know that I will have to move on
to something else.
“Tom Clancy’s Splinter Cell”
is one of my favorite series of all
time, and I also really enjoyed the
previous “Ghost Recon” game
“Future Soldier.” In contrast,
despite my excitement for “The
Division,” I was very disappointed
in the design of the game and
how much it took from Bungie’s
much better MMO, “Destiny.”
W hen I first saw “Wildlands”
at E3 a couple years ago, I was
cautiously optimistic. I didn’t
like the open-world idea, but was
excited at the prospect of going
back to a methodical shooter.
Thankfully “Wildlands” is what
I wanted “The Division” to truly
be. “Wildlands” does not feature
the bullet-sponging enemies or
intense X P grinding of “The
Division,” but it does maintain the
open world along with the RPG
upgrades and bountiful amounts
of customization for appearance
and loadouts.
T he open-world nat u re of
“Ghost Recon: Wildlands” begs
the player to try out any number
of ways to complete objectives.
Several games offer the choices
of stealth or action, but not many
allow the uniqueness of skydiving
o nt o a r o of t op a nd s n ipi n g
enemies or bulldozing the front
gate with a combat jeep. It’s aweinspiring to think of the scenarios
that could play out if you came in
the enemy camp from a different
p o s it ion or e ve n j u s t h ad a
different loadout. Don’t take the
comparison too far, but it almost
feels like “Dishonored” with the
endless possibilities angle. That
being said, there comes a point
where you will probably tire of
raiding camps regardless of the
freedom of choice.
I ’m n o t f a r e n o u g h i n t o
“Wildlands” to comment on the
overarching story, but I think it’s
safe to say that it will not be a

narrative masterpiece. The Ghosts
are brought to Bolivia in hopes
of providing more resistance to
the drug lord El Sueno and his
inferiors. The story of the game
is all about working your way up
by taking down lower-level cartel
bosses before fi nally getting the
chance to fi nd El Sueno and stop
his cocaine operation once and for
all. Like most Tom Clancy games,
“Wildlands” is full of politics- and
military-based vocabulary and
knowledge that is there primarily
to provide some sort of plot and
progression.
The thing I was surprised with
in “Wildlands” is how pretty the
setting is. Now, it doesn’t reach
any where near the pinnacle of
“Uncharted 4,” but Tom Clancy
games don’t generally look very
good, so I wa s plea sed w it h
realistic clothing and beautiful
vistas. With the game having
to run an incredibly large openworld, I was preparing myself for
some muddy graphics but, for the
most part, the game looks good
and runs well. Similarly, I found
myself enjoying the dialogue as
I drove from mission to mission.
If the AI recognizes that you are
heading for a waypoint that is
a fair distance away, one of the
Ghosts will tell a story or joke. I
don’t feel close to these people by
any means, but it does give a bit of
humanity to a very political and
distant game. Even my character’s
comments during combat don’t
sound unnatural. If anything, it is
the writing to blame (does anyone
really say “sh*tballs”?).
I really like “Tom Clancy’s
Ghost Recon: Wildlands” even
with the minor annoyances and
monotonous tasks assigned to me.
The sheer amount of ways you
can undertake a mission makes
everything seem a little different
each time even if it is just your
actions, not the directive, that
is changing. If you like tactical
shooters a nd are look ing for
something after “Rainbow Six:
Siege” or “The Division,” I think
that you will be pleased with what
you find here. I’ll continue to
work my way to El Sueno, and
when I get there, I’ll have many
more stories to tell about my
Ghost squad.
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Carolina Alert is the
Emergency Preparedness
resource on campus
for students.
• Sign up to receive emergency notiﬁcations
• Learn how to stay safe on campus
• Review emergency procedures

Students, sign up to receive text messages
and emails at carolinaalert.sc.edu.

FREE

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
(#CarolinaAlert).
TO STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF
WITH A VALID CAROLINA CARD !

Carolina Productions
University of South Carolina Student Life

For more information or assistance, visit cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. This
event is subject to change. Paid for by campus activity fees.

www.sc.edu/carolinaalert

Download the Rave
Guardian App!
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Hate speech
has no place
on campus
Alyssa
Broer
First-year public
relations student

Democrats should
embrace obstruction
Linden
Atelsek
Third-year
psychology student
Th is week , t he conf ir mat ion
hearings for Merrick Garland’s
stolen Supreme Court seat have
beg u n. Neil G orsuch has done
h is best to st rike t he tone of a
t r a d it io n a l i s t j u d g e — a b o v e
politics, wholly objective, wholly
i ndependent — but even if we
might normally buy it, many of
us on the left are still (justifi ably)
bitter about Senate Republicans’
childish dereliction of duty in 2016.
With that lasting animosity and
the growing swirl of corruption
s u r r o u n d i n g t h e Tr u m p
administration, it’s hard for any of
us to trust Gorsuch’s independence
or objectivity. To use a legal term,
he feels like fruit of a poisoned
tree, so Democrats have come out
swinging. Gorsuch has been asked
about whether he would rule against
the president who nominated him,
whom Dick Durbin referred to
as a handful. He has faced tough
questions about how his personal
c o n s e r v at i s m m i g ht i nt e r f e r e
with issues like abortion and gun
control, and he largely declined to
answer them. His role in the Bush
administration’s torture practices
and his views on Merrick Garland
have been addressed.
It has not been a kind hearing.
Gorsuch himself has complained
about it, saying he regrets putting
his family t hrough it. A nd he’s
not t he only one who resents it
— Li ndsey Gra ham, Ted Cr uz
a n d D o n a l d Tr u m p h i m s e l f
have all expressed the view that
a ny Democ rat ic holdup of t he
proceedings is nothing more than a
political hit job. Trump has advised
that he is prepared to tell Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
t o “g o n u c l e a r.” G r a h a m ,
t r a d it io n a l l y m o r e m o d e r at e ,
has merely said that Democratic
obstruction would mean they are
“all about politics.” Cruz, on the
other hand, has decried Democrats’
“unprecedented partisan
obstruction.”
Leaving aside the bizarro world
Cruz lives in, a world in which he
did not become a household name

by shutting down the government
w i t h a 21- h o u r m a r a t h o n o f
par t isa n obst r uct ion, t hese
comments are obviously laughable
because of the 293-day dangling
of Merrick Garland at the end of
the GOP’s rope. Democrats are
not apologetic, given that simply
having confi rmation hearings at all
is a step further than Republicans
were willing to go for Obama’s
appointee.
Democrats often pride themselves
on nobility — “when they go low,
we go h igh” was a rally ing cr y
during the 2016 election. And as we
can see from the comments above,
Republicans seem to acknowledge
t h is by ex pec t i ng some lof t ier
standard of adulthood from Senate
Democrats than they themselves
have ever cared to extend. It’s an
opinion that has been expressed left
and right since Nov. 8: Democrats
should not sink to Republicans’
level. They should be the bigger
man and work w it h Tr ump t he
way the GOP refused to work with
Obama.
To a cer t a i n ex tent , I ag ree.
Democrats can’t — and shouldn’t
— f ight ever y batt le. If Tr ump
or the congressional GOP comes
up with a plan to help people that
Democrats think might actually
work, they should back it. Likewise,
if he nominates a justice who isn’t
violently objectionable, they should
probably at least have confi rmation
hearings.
But that doesn’t mean they need
to go easy. A s Gorsuch pointed
out, former Justice Byron W hite
had a confirmation hearing that
la sted on ly 9 0 m i nute s — but
that’s not exactly average. White
was confi rmed in ’62, and judicial
confi rmation hearings are getting
longer — Elena Kagan interviewed
for three days during her hearings.
Democrats are not dragging this
out any longer than that, so far.
B u t t h e y s h o u l d . Tr u m p i s
unprecedentedly unpopular, and,
as Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer pointed out, currently
under investigation from the FBI
for his ties to Russia. Democrats
shou ld not be t a k i ng h i m l i ke
he’s a normal president — in that
way, t he sit uat ion is completely
dif ferent f rom eight years ago.
Oba m a wa s nor m a l. Tr u mp is
not. More t han ever, we need a
check on the executive branch, and
if congressional Republicans are

unwilling to provide it, then it falls
to the Democrats.
G or s uch is a produc t of t he
Tr u m p a d m i n i s t r at i o n . T h at
means he needs ex t ra scr ut iny.
He should be asked tough
que st ion s. H is hea r i ng shou ld
be thorough. Democrats are not
being childish to be exacting with
a position a 49-year-old will hold
for what could be the rest of his
life — particularly not when that
49-year-old has expressed some
concerning positions and decided
some controversial issues in ways
that could seriously hurt people in
their base.
More pert inent ly, t hey aren’t
required to be the adult in the room
all the time. If Republicans have
proved anything in the last eight
years, it’s that being difficult works.
T he y have a m ajor it y i n most
state legislatures, both houses of
Congress, they have the presidency,
and a majority of governorships.
They’ve done an extraordinarily
succe ssf u l job of block i ng t he
sit t i ng president at ever y t u r n
— even when they didn’t hold a
majority in Congress. They threw a
heels-dragging, fists-flailing temper
tantrum over Garland’s seat and
are now getting to maintain the
conservative majority on the court
with Gorsuch, whom I fully expect
to be confi rmed.
Republicans have w rit ten t he
Democrats a playbook for pointless
obstructionism. Now that Trump’s
abnormality has given Democrats a
hundred reasons to resist, it seems
on ly fa ir to fol low it when h is
bumbling idiocy or outright malice
makes it necessary.
W hen Republicans put forth a
healthcare bill that will pull the rug
out from under 24 million people,
t he Democrat s shou ld t h row a
tantrum. When Trump nominates
a man with a history of racism to be
attorney general or a woman whose
incompetence is nearly blistering
to be secretary of education, they
should be digging their heels in.
Will the GOP stop complaining
about it? Probably not . But
Democrat ic complaining didn’t
stop them for the last eight years.
I don’t see why it should now, when
the roles are reversed.
Democrats shouldn’t throw fits
over nothing. But if there’s a fight
that should be picked, they can’t let
Ted Cruz scare them out of picking
it.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not
exceed 300 words. Students
must include their full name, major
and year. Faculty and staff must
include their full name, position and
department. Community members
must include their full name and
applicable job title. Verifiable

statements of fact must include at
least one source; if we cannot verify
a statement of fact, your letter will
not be published until the writer
implements necessary changes or
provides reputable sources for any
facts in question. Letters are edited
for clarity, style and grammar.

Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225

When a University of Alabama junior
saw photos of 20-year-old Emi Miller
and her African-American friend on
Tinder, he sent multiple horrifyingly
racist and anti-LGBTQ messages eerily
similar to the rhetoric of the KKK.
It would have been easy for Miller
to simply ignore the hateful messages.
However, she decided to do something
about the offensive rhetoric the student
was using; by tweeting at both the
university and the junior’s fraternity,
Miller succeeded in bringing attention
to the messages.
UA has stated that it is conducting an
investigation into the student’s actions,
and his fraternity has terminated his
membership. By speaking out against
hateful rhetoric, Miller did her part
to ensure people do not get away with
belittling and discriminating against
others.
Most people when asked would
probably say that they condemn racist or
otherwise offensive messages. But when
it comes down to it, how many of us can
honestly say that we speak out against
every offensive statement or action?
My guess is, not a lot. And sure, we can
probably come up with reasons why we
don’t always speak out: We don’t want to
become the target, we don’t feel like it’s
our place, etc. The thing is, though, if
we don’t speak out, who will?
Every time we hear or see something
racist, sexist, anti-LGBTQ or anything
else largely offensive and fail to act, we
are condoning this behavior. Eventually,
t h is k i nd of speech w i l l become
commonplace and no one will think
twice when they hear it. Imagine how
unsafe our communities would feel in a
world like that. Especially on a college
campus, it is imperative that everyone
feels included and welcome in order
to have a thriving community. With
rhetoric like the above example, that is
impossible.
In our country’s current divisive state,
allowing hateful words and actions to
fly under the radar only enhances the
tension. We need to come together to
fight against this rhetoric so that our
neighbors don’t fear for their lives or
hide their faces when walking around.
Even if you do not feel as though you
are in a group that frequently is targeted
by hate speech, your friends might be.
And what happens if and when you do
become a target? Wouldn’t you want
someone to help you rise against it?
As fellow humans, we all deserve one
another’s compassion and loyalty in the
face of discrimination.
Unfortunately, instances of hate
speech similar to the opening example
show no indication of diminishing.
In September of 2016, a University
of Mississippi student tweeted racist
comments suggesting a mass lynching
of students protesting a police shooting.
“K K K” a nd ot her racist sy mbols
were sprayed on buildings at Eastern
Michigan University.
Hate speech i n A mer ica is not
confi ned to one area, just as speaking
out against it should not be confined to
politicians. Each of us has the ability to
raise our voice against this despicable
reality. Using social media, calling news
stations or even just telling someone in
your community about what happened
can ensure that whoever is spreading
hateful rhetoric stops.
Emi Miller succeeded in bringing
what she experienced with hate speech
to t he public’s attent ion, and t he
perpetrator of those words will feel the
repercussions. Imagine how much more
inclusive and bonded our country would
be if everyone did what Miller did; no
longer would people feel afraid to leave
their homes because of discrimination.
We have the ability to make this a
reality, we just need to get going.
Political affiliations aside, the issue of
hateful rhetoric becoming commonplace
and not being scrutinized affects each
and every one of us. Right now, far
too often we ignore it. But if we start
speaking up against it, our country will
start to heal its divides and stand united
for the inclusion of all people.
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

4BR, 2 BA house for rent
4BR, 2BA hse for rent. full
kitchen, close to campus,
private, includes W/D. sec.
system and l/s included
with rent.

Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking
dependable part time help.
Must be able to work some
weekdays, weekends, and
holidays. Apply in person with
resume.

Email hank@burrisslaw.com

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs
fun loving counselors to teach
all land, water & adventure
sports. Great summer in
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080;
apply at www.campcedar.com

OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150
(803) 317 9060

Dog Daze 1241 Veterans Road
695.0091
Part Time Greenhouse
Employee
Part-time position open for
greenhouse work. 20-25 hours
per week. Must be able to
withstand working outside,
summer heat, and valid drivers
license for deliveries. Please
send resume to jarrettsjungle@
gmail.com or apply at location.
1621 Sunset Blvd.
West Columbia, SC 29169
Email Jarrettsjungle@gmail.
com

$

YOU JUST BLEW 10,000.
Buzzed. Busted. Broke.
Get caught, and you could be paying around $10,000 in ﬁnes, legal fees
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.
and
increased insurance rates.
buzzeddriving.adcouncil.org

HOROSCOPES

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Sh a re w h at you’re
lea r n i ng. Fr iends
a r e a b i g h e lp o v e r
t he next few days.
Nav igate u nex pected
circumstances together.
Take a ph ilosoph ical
view.

Collaborate to
accomplish more
today and tomorrow.
Postpone spending, and
minimize risks. Avoid
confrontation or stepping
on anyone. Disagreement
requires compromise;
wait for things to settle.

Temporary chaos or
bad news could shake
t h i ng s up. Choose
your words carefully
today and tomorrow.
Spice the conversation
with optimism.
A nt icipate cha nges.
Clean up later.

Taurus
Bu s i ne s s h a s you r
attention over the next
two days. Unscheduled
p r o g r a m m i n g c o u ld
preempt personal time.
Add structure to shore
up instabilit y. Soothe
troubled waters.

Virgo

Capricorn

Ta ke ex t ra ca re of
your health over the next
t wo days. Avoid risk y
situations. Relax and rest,
especially in stressful
moments. Breathe deeply.
Nourish your body well.

Keep your objective
i n m i nd , e sp ec ia l ly
with unplanned chaos.
Po s t p o ne t r a v e l o r
major actions. Provide
stability and leadership
over the next two days.

Gemini

Libra

Aquarius

Stop and enjoy t he
v i e w. U n e x p e c t e d
deviations could disrupt
your itinerary over the
nex t few day s. Sh if t
your schedule. Stay in
communication to adapt
to changes.

Sl ip i nto a t woday relaxat ion phase.
Distractions and
interruptions abound. An
unexpected cloud may
have a silver lining. Wait
to see what develops.

Keep an eye on
the budget over
t he ne x t t wo d a y s .
Breakdow ns requ ire
adaptations that could
get ex pensive. Keep
confidences. Get terms
in writing.

Cancer
Pay bills today and
t o m o r r o w, o r r i s k
d isr upt ion. Ha nd le
f inancial obligat ions,
and adapt t he budget
for unexpected changes.
Keep your patience and
temper. This too shall
pass.

Scorpio
Home a nd fa m ily
demand attent ion
today and tomorrow.
Resist being impulsive,
especially if ot hers
are. Slow dow n u nt il
c ond it ion s i mprove .
Share domestic
comforts.

@thegamecock

3/23/17

Pisces
Slow down and
t h i n k t h i n g s o v e r.
You’re under pressure
regard i ng deadl i nes
for the next few days.
Av o id r i s k , d o n’t
gamble. Stick to triedand-true basics.

Tune in to 90.5 FM
or check us out at
www.wusc.sc.edu
3/23/17
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

(803)764-2575 • 2706 Devine Street

ACROSS
1 Munro pen name
5 Fix, as faulty
code
10 Shorten
14 Scoundrel of
“Tess of the
'·8UEHUYLOOHVµ
15 One of
&KHNKRY·V´7KUHH
6LVWHUVµ
16 Sharpen
(OHYHQ·V%LJ
Gulp, for one
20 Prepare to relax
´BB3RLQWH%ODQNµ
1997 film
6KLSSLQJ
nickname
0DUNHWLQJ
JLPPLFN
25 It makes for
HDVLHUUHDGLQJ
0F.LQOH\·VILUVW
lady
32 Like mud in
election season
6HULRXVYLRODWLRQV
3&·VVSDFHEDU
QHLJKERU
36 Mayor pro __
37 Swallow
5HSOD\HGVHUYLFH
41 Lay on the line
43 “The Haywain
7ULSW\FKµSDLQWHU
45 Keen
perception
46 Teased style
50 Many a “Call
WKH0LGZLIHµ
character
51 Part of FWIW
52 Yak-like
55 Honeymoon
spots
59 What a deejay
PLJKWGRWR
FUHDWHHQHUJ\
... or a request
that may lead
to 17-, 25- and
46-Across
'LJLWDOLPDJLQJ
EUDQG
/RGJLQJ
+LJKO\SUL]HG
([HF·VGLVSDWFK
66 iPods since 2005
67 “The Facts of
/LIHµPHQWRU
Garrett

DOWN
1 Get fresh with
+LVLQ/H+DYUH
'LGQ·WVXUUHQGHU
4 Old-style
KDQJRYHUUHOLHI
'HYRWHGIROORZHU
6 He played Frank
RQ´&+L3Vµ
&RPPHUFLDO85/
suffix
8 French article
9 Many an
infomercial
RIIHULQJ
10 Greek
personification of
time
11 Lane often in
distress
12 Honeymoon
options
/RQJKDLUHGODS
GRJIDPLOLDUO\
0RVWLQWHUHVWLQJ
to a collector
19 Minute amount
23 Element in pewter
24 Swallow
25 Accusatory retort
,PSXOVLYHOLQH
´,·PZDONLQ·KHUHµ
speaker of 1969
´'DQFLQJ:LWK
WKH6WDUVµGDQFHV

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

3HUVLDQ*XOIVLJKW
0DVVDJH
34 Texas ALer
38 Pulls off
´2K\HDK"µ
42 Spicy Chinese
dish
44 A
47 Fish whose
preparation is
VWULFWO\UHJXODWHG
in Japan
*ULGGOHDOWHUQDWLYH
/RYHURI7ULVWDQ
9LUWXDOO\ERPEDUG
53 Voluminous

54 Switch on a radio
0RGHUQL]H
56 Kicked oneself
DERXW
,56DJHQW
58 Vaccines
3ODFHKROGHUDEEU
61 Sweetheart
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NEW PROSPECTS ONLY
LIMITED-TIME OFFER

DON’T BE AN

TAKE A TOUR AT

PALMETTO COMPRESS
from 3/20-3/31 and receive a Village Idiot gift card
for a complimentary large pizza!

The Best of Carolina Just Got Better!
Exposed brick/wood beam
ceilings

Resident TV lounge with games
State-of-the-art ﬁtness center

Sun and fun at the pool deck
Patio & private balconies
available

1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments Available for Fall 2017

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705 | leasing@palmettocompress.com
PALMETTOCOMPRESS.COM
The Apartments at Palmetto Compress
612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201
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South Carolina has gone to the NCAA Tournament 14 times, and have made it to the Final Four once where they lost to the Connecticut Huskies in 2015.
QUINNIPIAC12
with Alaina Coates ruled out for the
remainder of the season with an ankle
injury, saw Gray go down late in the
game against Arizona State. She was
able to practice with the team this
week though, and coach Dawn Staley
has announced t hat she will play
Saturday.
“She’s gonna go,” said Staley on
Gray’s outlook for Saturday’s game.
“She’s not gonna let this opportunity
pass her by. It wasn’t her knee, so that
was the great news about it.”
That is huge for the Gamecocks,
since Gray is a solid third option of
PREVIEW12
the tournament, while Baylor was
3-4 over the same span. It has been
somewhat of a surprise as to how well
both teams have played to advance to
the Sweet 16.

Baylor Bears
Key wins: Oregon, Louisville, Xavier,
West Virginia
Season Breakdown
T he Bea r s reached t he No. 1
ranking in the country after starting
a perfect 15-0. They cooled down
after that, fi nishing the season 12-6,
good for second in the Big 12 in the
regular season.
Why Baylor is a threat to South Carolina
Baylor boasts the tournament’s best
interior offense. The Bears rank 63rd

TIM12
t o he a r s ome one s o
w idely k now n to b e
coming to Columbia.”
Firef l ies President
John Katz believes the
former Denver Broncos
quarterback will draw a
variety of fans to Spirit
Communications Park.
“ T i m Te b o w w i l l
bring major excitement
and national attention
to the Firefl ies and city
of C olu mbi a ,” K at z
sa id. “Baseba l l fa ns,
spor t s fa ns a nd Tim
Tebow fans will likely
come from around the
sout heast to see him
play.”
Prior to sig n ing
w it h t he Met s on
S e pt . 8 , Teb ow h ad
not played organized
baseball since his
junior year at Allen D.
Ne a s e H i g h S c ho ol
in 2005. The 29-yearold pl a y e d i n t h r e e

offense that helps relieve much of the
scoring pressure that has been pushed
upon Kayla Davis and A’ja Wilson in
Coates’ absence. She also has been
a force upon the boards, recording
eight rebounds against the Sun Devils
in the round of 32 and 12 rebounds
over UNC Asheville in the previous
game. With Coates out, it will be
instrumental that Gray continues to
be a viable third option on offense
and a force on the boards for the
Gamecocks.
Yet more so than that, this game
will be decided by South Carolina’s
ability to defend the three-point line.
Quinnipiac owes much of its Sweet

16 appearance to the three ball, as
it went 15-26 from behind the arc
to pull off the upset over Miami.
This three-point barrage was led by
Morgan Manz, who scored 22 points
on six three-pointers off the bench
for the Bobcats. If this hot shooting
continues, no matter how well South
Carolina plays on the offensive end, it
will be hard to beat the Bobcats.
“You know they can shoot it from
outside, the three,” said Staley on
Quinnipiac. “We gotta make them
two us. We gotta make them put the
ball on the f loor. We gotta stay in
between them and the basket. We
gotta rebound the basketball.”

Dawn Staley was quick to dispel
the theory that due to their high seed,
Quinnipiac was going to be an easy
game, saying “At this stage of the
game, everybody’s a threat. It’s just
16 teams left and the ones that are
supposed to be here are here and we
are just going to approach it as any
other team.”
The game bet ween South
Carolina and Quinnipiac will take
place Saturday at 4 p.m. in Stockton,
California. Whichever team wins will
face the winner of sixth-seeded Florida
State and second-seeded Oregon State
in the Elite Eight on March 27.

in the country in rebounds per game
and could cause trouble for South
Carolina on the offensive glass. Baylor
could have a lot of second-chance
points against the Gamecocks.
Baylor has a tremendous duo in
junior forward Johnathan Motley and
junior guard Manu Lecomte. Motley
is nearly averaging a double-double
with 17.3 points and 9.9 rebounds per
game. Lecomte averages 12.3 points
a game while shooting 40.8 percent
from beyond the arc. Look out for this
tag team, as they pose a threat to the
Gamecocks’ strong defense.
The Bears are also ver y strong
defensively, allowing only 63.5 points
per game, which ranks 21st in the
country. South Carolina will need to
stay hot offensively against the Bears

in this matchup.
South Carolina has momentum
South Carolina is advancing to its
fi rst ever Sweet 16 since the current
format was adopted. The Gamecocks
have scored over 80 points in their last
two games, making them one of the
hottest teams in the tournament, and
will need to stay hot in order to keep
themselves alive as the bracket thins
down.

Sout h Carolina heated up to put
away t he Blue Dev i ls. Look for
contributions from Rak ym Felder
and PJ Dozier on the offensive side of
the ball to keep the Cocks rolling in
March.
Thornwell, Thornwell, Thornwell:
Yes, it’s obvious. Give the ball to the
SEC Player of the Year and let him
show the country his talent. He makes
everyone around him better.
Up Next
South Carolina has played two of
its best games of the year in the fi rst
two rounds of the tournament. The
Gamecocks look to keep up the highlevel play against Baylor and advance
to the Elite Eight against the winner
of Florida and Wisconsin.

Me t s’ i n s t r u c t io n a l
league games and hit
a homerun in his first
at-bat. He also played
i n 19 g a m e s i n t h e
A rizona Fall League,
bat t ing .194 (12-for6 2) w i t h t w o R B I s
and eight walks. Most
recent ly, Tebow ha s
b een play i ng i n t he
Mets’ spring training
g a me s i n Por t St .
Lucie, Florida, and will
continue playing until
the fi rst week of April.
Te b o w i s o n e o f
four Heisman Trophy
winners to play
professional baseball,
including Bo Jackson,
R ick y W i l l ia m s a nd
Chris Winkie.
While most students
are excited to witness
Tebow play in person,
some are not sure how
s uc c e s s f u l t he t wo t i m e B C S Nat io n a l
Champion will be on
the baseball diamond.

“I’ve never l iked
Tim Tebow, so I don’t
particularly want to see
him succeed, but either
w a y, I d o n’t t h i n k
he w i l l ,” t h i rd-ye a r
broadcast journalism
s t u d e nt K a y l a Pa c e
said.
The Firef lies’
op en i ng weekend i s
A pr i l 6 -9 a nd m a ny
students are planning
to make time for
“Tebow Time.”
“I do plan on going
to opening weekend,”
t hird-year public
relat ions st udent
Ch r istopher Dobbs
said. “I will attend so
m a ny g a me s j u s t t o
watch him as a player.
He will draw a crowd
for the Firefl ies and the
city of Columbia.
“I n t he M LB t he
team just needs to give
him a chance, just like
everyone else,” he said.
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How the Gamecocks can win
Defense: It is not ever y day Mike
Krzyzewski calls your team’s defense
the “toughest defense we’ve played
against all year.” Sout h Carolina
needs to keep up its physical and stout
defensive play against Baylor.
Stay hot offensively: After a horrific
first half against Duke offensively,

TDG
@thegamecock

Church of Christ

Campus Ministry
On-Campus Worship each Sunday
night at 7:00 in Russell House 303.
You’re invited!
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TIM TO

The last t ime he
pl ayed i n C olu mbia ,
South Carolina, in 2009,
F l o r id a q u a r t e r b a c k
Ti m Teb ow t ied t he
SEC touchdown record
in a 24-14 win over the
South Carolina football
team.
This t ime, Sout h
Carolina students will
be happy to see him.
T he 20 07 Heisma n
Tr o p h y w i n n e r w i l l
return to the capital city
to begin his professional
baseball career with the
Columbia Firefl ies, the
Class A affiliate of the
New York Mets.
“I remember we
never looked forward to
playing Florida when he
was starting because we
knew it was going to be a
challenge,” second-year
pre-pharmacy st udent
Savannah Stewart said.
“But I was super excited

COLA
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Column: Patience
with Martin paid off

Sweet 16 preview: Baylor Bears

Sara Yang / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Pete Helms
@PETEHELMSIZBOSS

The Gamecocks’
athletics department and
ad m i n ist r at ion shou ld
be commended for how
they have taken a patient
approach to Frank Martin’s
tenure.
Mart in proved at
K ansas State that he is
one of the better coaches
in the country. He took a
program that hadn’t been
relevant since the 1980s to
the NCAA tournament in
his fi rst year. He followed
that up with an appearance
in the NIT, but then went
to three straight NCA A
Tournaments, including an
Elite Eight run in 2010.
S o u t h C a r o l i n a’s
athletics department had
Martin fall into its lap after
his relationship with former
K a n s a s St at e at h le t ic
director John Currie went
south, and he decided it was
time to leave the school.
South Carolina realized
just how lucky it was to get
him, and it appears that
the school has promised
him ample time to build
up a program with only
eight NCAA tournament
appearances prior to this
year.
The f irst t hree years
were rough for Martin’s
program. In conference
p l a y, S o u t h C a r o l i n a
finished tied for 12th, 13th
and tied for 11th.
The athletics
d e p a r t m e n t ,
administration, boosters
and most fans st uck by
Martin’s side, even though
the program did not seem

to be improving. Unlike
ma ny ot her prog ra ms,
Sout h Ca rol i na d id n’t
panic and fire its coach
prematurely.
It seems like we often
hear of coaches either being
fired or placed on the hot
seat after only three or so
years. Kim Anderson was
just fired from Missouri’s
basketball program after
three years, even though
he won t he Division II
National Championship
at Central Missouri the
year before tak ing t he
Mizzou job. At Florida,
Will Muschamp was placed
on the hot seat after three
years and resigned before
year four was over. He was
the coach-in-waiting at
Texas under Mack Brown
and considered the next
premiere head coach.
Sout h Carol i na took
a p at ie nt , me t ho d ic a l
approach with Martin and
his development of t he
basketball program. The
Gamecocks wisely allowed
a great coach to take time
to build his program from
the ground up.
It has paid off in a major
w a y. T h e G a m e c o c k s
are currently on a Sweet
16 run after completely
dominating the secondseeded Duke Blue Devils
in the second round of the
NCAA tournament.
The athletics
dep a r t me nt , f a n s a nd
administration all deserve
praise for stick ing with
Frank Martin. I believe
that he is going to continue
to reward this school and
its fans for years to come.
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With five players scoring in double figures, South Carolina was able to beat Duke 88-81.

Matthew Marzulla
@TDG_SPORTS

The No. 7 South Carolina
men’s basketball team will travel
to Madison Square Garden to
take on the three-seeded Baylor

Bears in the Sweet 16 Friday.
The Gamecocks are coming
off one of their biggest wins in
program history: An upset win
over the powerhouse Duke Blue
Devils. Baylor just edged out

Southern California to advance.
Both teams came into the
tournament struggling in the
win column. South Carolina
was 2-5 in its last seven entering
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Sweet 16: Looking
towards Quinnipiac

Sara Yang / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Abe Danaher
@ABEDANAHER

Exactly one year after their
u nex pected depart u re f rom
t he NC A A Tou r na ment at
the hands of Syracuse, South
Carolina f inds it self in t he

Sweet 16 once ag a i n. T h is
time 12th-seeded Quinnipiac
stands between them and the
Elite Eight, as the Bobcats were
able to knock off fourth-seeded
Miami in dramatic fashion en
route to their first Sweet 16
appearance ever.

Coming into the Sweet 16
matchup, South Carolina can
take comfort in the fact that
Alisha Gray will be able to play
in the game. The Gamecocks,
who were already lacking depth
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